Introduction
Scarborough,1 an exposed landmass in the South China Sea, has become the focal point of an increasingly bitter dispute between the People's Republic of China (China) and the Republic of the Philippines (the Philippines). The impetus for these disparate claims stems from the strategic importance of the South China Sea and its abundant natural resources, including oil, gas, and hydrocarbons.5 This chapter addresses the purported basis and legitimacy of the territorial claims over the Scarborough Shoal asserted by China and the Philippines, growing tensions and recent standoffs at the Shoal, proper classification of the Scarborough Shoal under the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), and dispute resolution mechanisms available to, and in some cases compulsory for, State parties contained in the treaty. Finally, it assesses the impact of the Philippines' unprecedented decision to initiate arbitration proceedings against China, as well as the importance of China's response to the legitimacy of dispute resolution mechanisms under the UNCLOS regime.
I Scarborough Reef
An accurate, if uncharitable, description of the Scarborough Shoal recently labeled it a "miniscule rock formation in the South China Sea."6 Given the growing fracas over sovereign rights to the shoal, its meager size is overshadowed by its great geopolitical significance. To understand the controversy over this small feature, it is helpful to first discuss its vast resources and strategic importance within the South China Sea. With this context as a backdrop, Part II dissects the conflicting claims of China and the Philippines to the Scarborough Shoal.
